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PERISCOPE. 


Ein Fall von angeboknem Hirnbruch (A Case of Congenital 
Hernia Cerebri). Behm (Miinchener med. Wochenschrift, 1900, 
No. 31, S. 1069). 

An infant, one week old, presented in the region between the 
lesser fontanelle and the occipital protuberance a pediculated swell¬ 
ing about as big as a hen’s egg, which was soft, did not pulsate, and. 
was neither increased in size when the child cried, nor diminished on 
pressure. Reduction was attempted by the application of compression, 
but, as after four days’ trial, the tumor seemed larger rather than 
smaller and threatened to burst through the skin, the thick pedicle 
was perforated and tied off in three portions. The child bore the 
operation well. In four weeks the wound was entirely healed, and 
six months later the patient had developed both mentally and phys¬ 
ically in a normal manner. There was still a fluctuating swelling of 
about the size of a cherry upon the site of the former hernia. The 
tumor removed was cystic and contained a yellowish fluid. Its solid 
portion showed nerve cells and fibers, but in the pedicle no nervous 
elements were present. The cyst cavity was lined with ciliated epi¬ 
thelium. Hence the tumor was regarded as being a portion of a 
ventricle surrounded by brain substance, an encephalocystocele. 

Allen. 


THERAPY. 


Thymus Extract in Vasomotor Afeections. S. Solis Cohen 

(New York County Medical Society. May, 1900). 

The author described a condition of vasomotor ataxia in which 
thymus medication is of very great benefit. Patients with this affec¬ 
tion usually have deficient perspiration, which makes them extremely 
uncomfortable in summer, while in the winter they are liable to have 
cold extremities and a condition of overperspiration of the trunk. 
Sometimes a mixture of thyroid and thymus treatment improves the 
condition very much. At other times the use of a combination of 
thymus and suprarenal is more effective. In about one-half the cases 
of goiter the administration of thymus-gland substance will bring 
about some diminution in the size of the goiter. Where adenomata 
of the thyroid exist or where cysts have formed and fibrous degenera¬ 
tion asserted itself, thymus medication will do no good. It is much 
better than thyroid in the treatment of goiter. Investigations made 
so far seem to indicate that there is no iodine in the thymus. This 
is very interesting when we consider its therapeutic relation to goiter, 
since it has been assumed that it is the iodine elements in the thyroid 
substance which especially produce an effect upon goiter. Clinical 
observations seem to point to the fact that the use of thymus sub¬ 
stance raises blood pressure. Physiological experts announce as the 
result of laboratory experience that blood pressure is lowered by it. 
It certainly has a marked influence on nutrition. Jelliffe. 


Therapy of Pituita.ry Body Extract. W. M. Leszinsky (New 
York County Medical Society. May. 1900). 

The author said that Marie first suggested the probable etiological 
significance of the pituitary body in acromegaly, hence the extract 
of this body has been used as a remedy. This is the only condition 
in which extract of pituitary body would seem to be indicated. The 
results so far obtained are very contradictory and certainly possess 
as yet very little, if any, scientific value. It is supposed that the se¬ 
cretion from the prehypophysis is carried through the nervous system 
and acts trophically. This, however, is mere theory, and is not 
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entirely substantiated by comparative anatomy. It has been plain 
that tne administration of pituitary substance relieves the intense 
headache from which acromegalics so often suffer, and that it lessens 
the paresthesia which occurs during' the course of the disease. It 
does not, however, stop the progress of the disease. This is not 
surprising, as the diagnosis is never made till the disease is very 
much advanced. 

Dr. Leszinsky has tried pituitary extract personally in two cases. 
In neither of. them did it seem to accomplish any good. Iiarlow 
Brooks has put forward the theory that the secretion of the hypophysis 
acts as a stimulant to connective tissue and that this is the reason 
why it produces acromegaly. In that case its administration would 
rather be contraindicated in the disease. The gland has been extir¬ 
pated in dogs without producing acromegaly. It has been known to 
be destroyed in man by neoplastic degeneration without producing 
acromegaly. Sarcoma of the hypophysis has been found in a number 
of cases in which there were no signs of enlargement of the extremi¬ 
ties. There are really, therefore, no good grounds for the use of 
pituitary extract in disease. Jelliffe. 

Thyroid Extract in Mental Affections. Ii. N. Biggs (New 

York County Medical Society. May, 1900). 

Dr. Biggs said that the development of thyroid therapeutics is a 
striking example of the value of the experimental method in medi¬ 
cine. It should be enough of itself, and without anything else, to 
convince the most radical and sincere antivivisectionists of the errors 
of their ways. The use of thyroid for cretinism is the most notable 
triumph .of organotherapy. Notwithstanding the claims made in the 
matter, however, cretins never quite reach the ordinary intellectual 
standard. In the adult the administration of thyroid extract often 
does not produce much effect. In one case in Dr. Biggs’ experience 
it did practically no good at all. Thyroid extract has been used in 
exophthalmic goiter, but instead of giving relief, it has practically 
always intensified the symptoms, In about two to three per cent, 
of the cases otf exophthalmic goiter it effected a cure. But this does 
not modify the conclusion that thyroid extract is probably the toxic 
cause of the symptoms of exophthalmic goiter. Certain it is that 
healthy individuals who are given an excess of thyroid substance 
suffer from a set of symptoms that resemble very much those of 
Graves’ disease, without the exophthalmus ior the goiter. 

Thyroid extract has been administered for mental diseases, and 
sometimes with a certain measure of success. The only affections in 
which its use seems justified are chronic mental troubles. Its use is 
dangerous in acute mania. Thyroid extract is also contraindicated 
wherever tuberculosis exists or wherever there has been recent loss 
in weight. Its use has been rcommended in goiter. The active 
principle of thyroid extract is very probably an iodide, and certain 
derivatives of iodine are the best remedies that we have for goiter. 
In recent cases of goiter, especially in young subjects, thyroid extract 
often seems to do some good. In old cases where cystic degenera¬ 
tion has taken place and fibrous tissue been formed, thyroid extract 
does no good. It may also be added that treatment by iodine does 
no good cither. In certain cases of obesity thyroid extract has been 
used to very decided advantage. It has very little effect upon the 
firm fat of large-framed people with an hereditary tendency to put on 
flesh after middle life. In individuals of an anemic character, who, 
despite their fatness are soft and flabby, especially women just after 
the menopause, the remedy is most effective for obesity. The effect 



